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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of December 23, 2004, kindly note the following: 
Applicants have previously filed a Petition under 37 CFR 1.136 for a one-month 
extension of time. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please note that claim 28 has been amended. Please add new claims 36-41. The 
amendments to claim 28 and new claims 36 - 41 are set forth in the complete Usting of all claims 
attached hereto. 



1. Claims 1-35 are pending in the application, of which claims 11-21 have Been withdrawn 
from consideration. New claims 36-41 have been added with this response. The 
examiner has previously allowed claims 1 - 10, 22 - 24, 32 and 33. Claims 25 - 27 were 
rejected. Claims 28 - 31, 34 and 35 were objected to. 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION OF DECEMBER 23, 2004 



April 23, 2004 



REMARKS 



04/27/2004 FHETEKIl 00000090 09900264 



01 FC:2201 

02 FC:2202 



43.00 OP 
36.00 OP 



STEVEN G. Dl 
GARY McGOFI 
WILLIAM W. ST) 
JEFFREY ACKERM' 
JAMES R. SHELTON 

OF coun$e;l; 

GENE BROUSSARD 




RIO, McGOFFIN, STAGG & ACKERMANN 



ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS 

220 HEYMANN BOULEVARD 
P.O. BOX 51308 
LAFAYETTE. LOUISIANA 70505-1308 
337-233-0300 
FAX 337-233-0694 
*Also certified to practice before 

THE U.S. patent office OR IN OTHER STATES 



ROBERT L. BROUSSARD 
JACQUES E. deMOSS* 
TIFFANY B. THORNTON 
RANDALL M. GUIDRY 
JULIETTE BUSBY WADE 
SHAWN A. CARTER 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of 

Kenneth J. Boutte and Ban D. Green 

Serial No. 09/900,264 

Filing Date: July 06, 2001 Examiner: Popovics, Robert J. 

For: Method for Handling Art Unit: 1724 

and Disposing of Drill Cuttings 

April 23, 2004 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is an Amendment in response to the Office Action on the merits dated December 23, 2003 
in the above identified application. A Petition for One-Month Extension of Time was previously filed. 

Claims 1-35 are pending in this application of which, Claims 11 - 21 are withdrawn. New 
Claims 36-41 have been added . With this amendment, there are four (4) new dependent clahns. The fee 
for each dependent claim in excess of 20 is $9.00. The total fee for the additional dependent clahns is 4 x 
$9.00 = $36.00. One (1) new independent claim has been added. The fee for each independent claim in 
excess of 3 is $43,00. The total fee for the additional unpendent claim is 1 x $43.00 = $43.00. The total 
additional fe^ due is $79.00. A U.S. Postal Service Money Order in the amount of $79.00 is enclosed to 
cover the fees for the additional claims. Also enclosed is a Certificate of Mailing, 



With kindest regards, I am 




Attorney for Applicant 

WWS/lmk 

Enclosures: Response to Office Action of 12/23/03 

U.S. Postal Money Order in the amount of $79.00 
Certificate of Mailing 
Return Receipt Postcard 

wws\bouttc\patent odvices\pU>-6\83974 




rFRTIFTPATF OF MAII TNO 



I, Lucinda M. Kennedy, certify that the foregoing Response to Office Action and Money 
Order in the amount of $79.00 is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service by Express Mail 
(#ER 521294581 US) addressed to Mail Stop Patent Application, Commissioner for Patents, 

lis ty^day of (L^s)^ 2004. 



P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on this 



LUCINDA M. KENN^^''^ 



